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THE 


OBSERVATOR. 


On the Letter from a Gentleman at St. Germains to bis Friend in England, containing Atethods 


to fet the Pretender on the Throne of Great Britain. 


‘Twas certainly printed in Brench beyond 


Sea. Reafons to think it genuine, with fome Account of its Plan, and Inftances bow at is 


follow’d by fome of our Highflying Clergy, &c. 
rel, Gc. Which may ferve as a Caveat to our Elefors 


and particularly by Mr. Lefley, Dr. Sacheve- 
» to take care whom thy chufe for Atem- 


bers of Parliament, and by whofe Influence and Advice. 





From Saturday, September 9. to Wiennelaap, September 12.1710. 





Matter, who will not believe that 

the Letter from a Gentleman at 

St. Germains to one of his Friends 
in England, containing a Memorial about Methods 
for fetting the Pretender on the Throne of Great 
Britain, mention’d in our laft, came from beyond 
Sea; but will needs have it to be writ here, to calt 
an Odium upon the Gentlemen of the High- 
Church. 

Obf. You know the Proverb, Roger; There’s 
none fo blind as thofe that will not fee. There are 
fome hundreds of the French Copies, printed at Co- 
fogne, in Town; of which I have feen one my 
felf, as I told you laft day. I don’t fee why the 
High-Church Fa¢tion fhou!d be fo angry with the 
Author for drawing them to the life, any more 
thana Negro fhould be at a Limner for drawing 
him in his native Colour and Features. 

_ Countrym. Pray, Matter, give me fome account 
of the Book, that I may know what to fay tomy 
Friends concerning it. 

Obf. With all my heart, Roger; for I think it 
worth every Britijy Proteltant’s reading. The 
Letter is dated from Sr. Germainsthe 12th of Fa- 
nuary \aft, and was found, as the Cologne Publither 
tells us, in the Pertmanteau of an Jri/) Gentleman 
who died at Douay. After the taking of that 
Town, a confiderable Officer of the Confederate 
Army coming to. lodg in the fame Chamber where 
the Portmanteau lay, he defir’d his Landlord to 
remove it; upon which he told him ’twas none of 
his, and that an Jrifo Gentleman the Owner, who 
came from Paris, being dead, be kept it there till 
it fhould be call’d for. The Confederate Othcer 
hearing this, and fome other Circumftances from 
his Landlord, thought fit to open it 5 and finding, 
among other things, this Letter with feveral other 
French and Englifh Papers in it, he communicated 
them to his Superiors, and obtain’d leave to take 
a Copy of this Letter, on condition of leaving out 
Names and certain Paffages according to direction: 
and from bim the Cologne Publifher had it. 

Countrym, I thank you, Mafter; fo far the Story 
tells well enough: but might itnot have been writ 
on purpofe by fome of the Whigs beyond Sea, 
and ufher’d into the World with that Advertife- 
sets Congnesly to blacken the High-Church 

arty ¢ 

Obf. They who make fuch an Objection, Roger, 
{pin the thred a great deal toofine. For, 1. Who- 
ever writ the Paper, or at leaft dictated the Mat- 
ter, muft have been a Subject or Subjects of Great 
Britain, asthe Author owns himfelf to be , becaufe 
no Foreigner could poffibly be fo well acquainted 
with our paft Hiftory and prefent State of Affairs, 
as will appear upon perufal. 2. Roger, the Author 


mee bc with a great many Infidels, 
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or Authors muft needs have been or are of the 
Communion of the Church of Rome, or ftrongly 
inclin’d to an Accommedation with her, for no 
other could write with that Air of Sincerity and 
Zeal for Popery, tho they had even detigu’d it, 
as will appear by the Clofe of this Paniphler, 
where the Arguments brought for the decifive 
Power of the Church in Controverfies of Faith, 
are much above the Capacity of vulgar Papitts, 
and far more above that of common Proteftants, 
who know nothing of that way of arguing: So 
that if it be writ by a profefs’d Papift, as the 
Author owns himfelf to be, or by a High-Church 
Proteftant of Deawell’s or Lefley’s Stamp, ’tis all 
one ; for ‘tis plain, the Defign ot the Paper is to 
reconcile the People of this land to a French 
Scheme vf Religion and Government, and to car- 
ry onthe Intereft of St. Germains. 3. The Mat- 
ters of Fad charg’d upon the High-Church Party, 
are undoubtedly true. So that all that can be 
queftion’d, is, Whether they be juftly chargeable 
with the fame Defigus by thefe Facts that the Au- 
thor afcribes to them. And here, Roger, if we 
carefully advert to the Letter, there can be no 
doubt that our Leading Nonjarors and Defaéto- 
Men mutt neceffarily by their Dottrines and Prae- 
tices intend the Settlemen® of the Pretender upon 
the Throne of Great Britain, aud an Accommoda- 
tion with Rome: but for others, our Author is fo 
ingenuous as to confels the Secret muft be carefully 
conceal’d from them; that they muft be drawn 
into the Meafures by other Topicks; and that 
what concerns Religion, and a Keunion betwixt 
the two Churches, rouft be carefully hid, and com- 
municated to none but thofe whom the St. Germains 
Correfpondent is well affur’d of, as appears by the 
lat Page. 

Countrym. Pray, Matter, give me an account of 
the Methods enjoin’d by that Paper for ferting the 
Pretender on the Throne; for then I and my 
Country Neighbours fhal! be better able to jadg, 
whether they be followd by our High-Church 
Party, and take our Views accordingly at next 
Elections. 

Obj. The firft is, Roger, p. 11. © To ferve them- 
felves dextroufly of one Party to deftroy ano- 
ther, to foment the Hatred and Animotities that 
are betwixt them, and to furnith them with Me- 
thods to avenge themfelves cn one another by 
© Turns.” The fecond is pag.14. © To blacken 
* the Memory of King William, and to alledg that 
© nothing but his Ambition and Defire of a Crown, 
‘and to augment the Power of the Duich,. our 
© mortal Enemies, induc’d him to invade England, 
© tho he cover’d it with the falfe Pretexts of Re- 
 jigionand Liberty.” Thirdly, par. 15. © That 
© thofe who were the chict Inftruments of the Re- 
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volution in England, and are ftill its moft violent | 
Patrons, being moit of them Church-of- England- 
men by Profeffion, which gains them admittance 
into Parliaments and the chief Pofts of the State, 
muft be reprefented as Republicans, Enemies to 
Royal Authority and Monarchy, Traitors to 
their Country, and Men of no Religion ; who 
only profefs to be of the Church of England for 
the fake of their Intereft, but are fecretly con- 
fpiring her Ruin. When once you can poffefs 
the People with thofe Maxims, the Refloration 
of our Prince (fays the Author) is not far off, 
for thofe Low Churchmen are almoft the only 
and chief Obftacle in our way at prefent.’ Fourth- 
ly, pag. 1§, 16. Since the Nonconformifts and Low 
““Churchmen mutually fupport one another, the 
© former mutt be gain’d by Careffes and Civilities, 
© of which they are fo much the more fenfible, be- 
© caufe the High Churchmen commonly treat them 
© with Haugbtinefs and Contempt; yet they have 

oftner than once been gain’d to vote at Elections 
© for fuch as would willingly have voted their Ex- 
© termination in the Houfe ; therefore tis not im- 
© poflible to break them off from their great Pa- 
© trons.’ 

Conntrym. Blefs me, Mafter, thefe are Jefuiti- 
cal Politicks indeed, to divide us in order to de- 
ftroy us. I hope ir will bea Caveat for the Low 
Charchmen and Diflenters, to beware how they 
feparate at Elections, or in any other publick Con- 
cernments, tince they may perceive by this, that 
the Papilts and High-Church Faction are united in 
i. the Plan of St. Germains to deftroy them 

oth. But pray go on. 

Obf. Lhope there’s no fear of that, Roger; but 
if they do, they mult fall unpity’d. I proceed, 
pag. 17,18, 19. our Author fays, * That the Non- 
“ conformiits have obtain'd an At of Parlia- 
“ ment, which eftablifhes their Sets for ever, fets 
© them on an equal foot with the Church of England, 
“ and has extraordinarily increas’d their Numbers. 
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; infinuate that han 
may very probably make Alterations ; 
; oe of — haope by eftablithing Pret 
ytery, or endeavouring a Comprehenfj hi 

© will be no lefs i eneeinen, Whi 
Countrym. Mr. Lefley and fome of our 
High-Charchmen have follow’ this Plan Py 
a confiderable while, Mafler. In his Rehearfal 
e attack’d Dr. Drake, and others of that fort of 
High-Churchmen, for falling in with the Motion 
to invite over the Ele¢trefs Dowager of Hanover 
He exclaim’d againft Presbyterian Lutherans, and 
in his lying fcandalous Libel, publifh’d lately 
call’d The Good Old Caufe further difcufs'd, virites 
exprefly againft calling over the Elector, and put- 
ting him in fome fuch Poft under her Majefty, as 
may fecure the Proteftant Succeffion; and refers 
to his Rehbearfals, Vol. 1. Numb. 11, 65, 69, 71. 
for Arguments againft calling over any ot the Fa- 
mily. P.27. he has a villanous Infinuation, as if 
the Elector would put her Majefty under his Ger- 
man Guards, and asks a malicious Queftion, Who 
would gain moft by her Death? Tothis, Matter, if 
we add the dubious Expreflions relating to the 
Succeffion, in Addreffes where fome of our Cler- 
gymen have been principally concern’d, we have 
reafon to think that more than two or three of 
them are engag’d in the St. Germains Plan, for all 
their pretended Zeal to the Houfe of Hanover; 
fince Mr. Lefley himfelf owns that the Houfe of 
Hanover hasa Right, but it muft be in its place, 
pag. 26. and that every body knows muft not be 
tillthe Lines of St. Germains and Orleance are out, 
according to him and all tbe reft who are for aa 
Indefeafible Hereditary Succeflion. Then as to 
the St. Germains Direction concerning the Danger 
of the Church, and the Miichiefs of a Compre- 
henfion, it muft be own’d by all Men who are not 


refolv’d to fhut their Eyes againft Demonftration, 
that Sacheverel and others have follow’d it exa@\y. 


educated in that manner 





€ Your Minifiers are not ignorant of this, but 
© make bitter Gomplaints of it 5 therefore you 
< muft keep up their Refentments, increafe their 
© Jealoufy, promife to reftore them to their an- 
© tient Luftre, and to put them in a condition to 
“ reduce their Enemies. You muft maintain with 
© them, that the Church of England is in immi- 
© nent Danger, and on the Brink of Ruin, not 
© only fromthe Nonconformifts, but from the Low 
© Churchmen and Latitudinarians. But above 
© all you muft infift upon this,that the Low Church- 
© men do all they can to keep the Clergy in Ser- 
© vitude, and to bring them lower than they are 
© at prefent.’ 

Countrym, How exactly have our Sacheverels, 
and others, who rail’d againft the Diffenters and 


Low Churchmen, and attack’d the Queen’s Supre- | 


macy, andthe Power of the Upper Houfe of Con- 

vocation, purfa’d this Plan, Mafter? The thing 

{peaks of it felf, and needs no further Comment ; 

T hope the Peoples Eyes will be open’d at laft, to 

fee whither thofe Men are leading them : But pray 
Oo On. 

Obf. In that fame place, Roger, the Author fays, 
© That ’twould be proper dextroufly to infinuate, 
© thatthe Houfe of Hanover being bred up in Prin- 
“ ciples which come very near thofe of the Pref- 
© byterians, or gather are at bottom the fame, 
© fince part of the Lutherans have no Bifhops, and 
* where they have any, they are only the tha- 
“ dows of Bifhops, who have no regard toa fuc- 
* ceflive and uninterrupted Ordination,upon which 


Orthodox them. M 
Bayle, Author of the Great Critical and Hiftorical Digiz- 


But we muft break off now, Matter, till another 
time, when I fhall be glad to hear your further 
Account of the Letter from St. Germains, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A Treatife de Jure Divino; afferting, That the Tile 
of the Houfe of Hanover co the contingent Succeffion of 
the Britifh Monarchy, is a Title Hereditary, and of Di- 
vine Inftitution. Writtenby Mr. Afgill. 2d Edicion. 

*, A New Catechifm, with Dr. Hicks’s Thirty Nige 
Articles. Witha Preface, relating to the true Intereft 
of Great Britain, boch in Church and State. The Third 
Edition Enlarg’d. Sold by S. Popping in Paternofter-Row. 

*,* A Letter to Mr.B—— a North Wiltshire Clet- 
gyman, relating to an Addrefs from that Archdeacoa- 
ry tothe Queen: Wherein a Charaéter is given of 
the Bifhop of Sarum, and an Account of the Clergy’s 
Behaviour towards him. Price 2d. 

CJ) The Earl of Clarendon’s Opinion of the Diffolu- 
tion of the Parliament, which met in April, 1640. 
Price 1d. 

*,* A Poem to the Earl of Godolphin. By Dr.G—4. 
All Sold by S. Popping, and 7, Harrijon at the Exchange 
in Cornbil, ) 

A Philofophical Commentary on the Words of the 
Gofpel, Luke 14.23. Compel them to come in, that m 
Houje may be full. In¥our Parts. 1. Containing a Refu- 
tation of the Lireral Senfe of this Pafflage. 2- An Anfwer 
to all Objeétions. 3. Remarks on thofe Leteers of St. 
Auftin, which are ufually alledg’d for the compelling of 
Hereticks, and particularly to juftify che late Perfecurion 
in France. 4. A Supplement, proving, That Hereticks 
have asmuch Right to perfecure che Orthodox, as the 
Tranflated from the French of Mr. 








* your Clergy value thetnfelvesfomuch ; you muft 


nary. Intwo Volumes. Sold by 7. Morpher. 
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